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“

Our fervent prayer is that ForLeaders
helps to equip, empower and inspire our
leaders to fulfill their God-given callings.
Deepest appreciation to MDSI and our
provincial directors for their work.
Te r r y W. S n o w,
G e n e r a l S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , PA O N L

LET’S
S TAY
CONNECTED
By Gary Andrews
Executive Director of MDSI

W

elcome to the very first edition of ForLeaders, our
new digital newsletter for all things MDSI and
Formission. Our desire is that this tri-annual communication will serve as an effective connection tool of what’s
happening across our province with you, the pastors and
leaders in the local assembly. It is fitting that we begin
ForLeaders this year. 2021 is the first year of a two-year
emphasis on Ministry Health. It is also the year that the
PAONL would like to especially highlight the value and
work of the local assembly. Without you in the local
church, there would not be a PAONL! So please receive
this newsletter as a tool and resource from us to you.
Indeed, all that we do in MDSI and Formission is designed to serve you, the pastors and leaders in the local
church. Our provincial ministries are meant to help resource the various age groups at the local level. So please
see your provincial ministry directors and lead teams
as ‘go to’ people whom you can reach out to. Again, we
cannot emphasize enough the message that we exist to
serve you.
Pastor, we are therefore relying heavily upon you to
see that all of the highly valued ministry leaders in
your church receive a copy of ForLeaders, which is
why we have intentionally designed this newsletter to be
delivered in both digital and PDF formats so that you
can easily forward this to your leaders either through
email and/or printable form. We believe that we have a
wealth of resources, information and tools that we can
share with one another. Cross-pollination is a beautiful
thing!
We also have much to celebrate and pray for, which is
why it is so important that every active pastor, church,
and ministry leader in the PAONL receive a copy of the
latest ForLeaders.
6

“

We need all of the
information, tools
and encouragement
we can get as we
continue to deliver
ministry in our
communities.

GARY ANDREWS

LET’S STAY CONNECTED

It’s been a tough year, to say the least! As you pivoted in
your local setting to the realities of online ministry, so too
we, here at MDSI and Formission, had to make the challenging adjustment to deliver ministry to our province in a
virtual and online format. And just when we thought it was
safe to go outside, the latest COVID-19 outbreak forced us
to rethink even again how we might best serve our province, which is why you’ll notice each of our provincial ministry leaders are giving you a window into their respective
worlds regarding engagement with the people of our province. For most of our provincial ministries, this will mean
us continuing to produce online provincial events rather
than large in-person gatherings at Emmanuel Convention
Centre.
As I write this, the sun is shining in St. John’s (yes, the sun
does shine occasionally here too!) and the most recent low
pandemic numbers are giving us a renewed hope that we
might soon be able to gather in-person at some capacity in
the not-too-distant future. We pray so!
Yet, we are also living with the knowledge that physical distancing, to some extent, might be our reality for some time
into the immediate future, which is why we need all of the
information, tools and encouragement we can get as we
continue to deliver ministry in our communities.

4

I want to give a special shoutout to Formission and our
provincial ministry teams for intentionally creating online
tools, such as Facebook pages and closed Facebook groups
so that the people in our congregations and province, but
especially our local ministry pastors and leaders might be
able to see what kinds of resources each of our provincial
ministries provide. We hope to only build on this in the
days ahead.
Owen, Jeremy, Mary and I want to extend special appreciation to David Kentie for coordinating this new newsletter.
Thank you to our provincial directors for your tremendous
contribution to this communication. To every pastor, local ministry leader, and volunteer, Thank You, Thank You,
Thank You for all you do! I cannot sufficiently express how
deeply I appreciate the people of our churches, whom the
Lord has raised up to give leadership and service at such a
time as this. Wow!! What a team!!
Please keep on keeping on!
- Gary

THE THIRD TIME HE SAID TO
HIM, “SIMON SON OF JOHN,
DO YOU LOVE ME?” PETER
WA S H U R T B E C A U S E J E S U S
ASKED HIM THE THIRD TIME,
“DO YOU LOVE ME?” HE
SAID, “LORD, YOU KNOW ALL
T H I N G S ; Y O U K N O W T H AT
I LOVE YOU.” JESUS SAID,
“ F E E D M Y S H E E P. ”
JOHN 21:17 NIV

M D S I
S U M M I T S
2 0 2 1
By Owen Roberts
Assistant Director of MDSI

W

ered at The Capital Hotel in St. John’s (following all government protocols and physical distancing), with much
anticipation of what God was going to accomplish during
our time together. We started the Summit with a meal,
which gave us all an opportunity to connect with one another and simply catch up, to see how everyone was doing
during this difficult season. For many, it was the first time
that they had gathered with other team members in person, and you could see the joy on their faces.

hat an incredible feeling of excitement and
hope I felt as I looked around the room at our
MDSI Summit! To see almost 40 leaders from
all across Newfoundland and Labrador in the same room
together was simply amazing. Because of the Covid-19
pandemic, this was the first in person event since our last
MDSI Summit over a year ago. To say that our leaders were
starving for connection would be an understatement, myself included! The purpose of our annual MDSI Summit is
to gather the leadership teams of our seven church ministry departments: Children, Youth, Young Adult, Family, Women, Men, and Prime Time, together for a time of
leadership development, connection, provincial planning,
encouragement, and prayer.

Throughout the weekend there were rich times of
worship, we spent time participating in the Lord’s Supper
together, and we heard great teaching from leaders from
Alpha Canada, from the Executive Director or MDSI,
Gary Andrews, and the Director of Formission, Jeremy
Nippard. They challenged us to think about why we as
leaders do what we do; to really figure out our values.

On January 22nd, the MDSI staff, along with the leadership teams of our church ministries departments, gath6

OWEN ROBERTS

MDSI SUMMITS 2021
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They encouraged us to be more missional,
to think about how provincial teams and
leaders can resource the local church. how
provincial teams and leaders can resource
the local church.
A significant part of the weekend was made
up of team planning. Each team asked
themselves questions like: in light of the
current pandemic, how can we best resource
the local church? How can we best connect
with and serve the local pastor and leader?
What events will help disciple believers?
How can we best serve the kingdom of God?
From grappling with questions like these,
the teams started to make plans for the 2021
ministry season. I’m confident that there will
be some very successful ministry happening
in our province under the leadership of each
ministry director and their teams.

Pastor Norm and Betty Joy (above) compare notes
Pastor Rebecca Soper (below) helps plan with the provincial youth lead team

OWEN ROBERTS

MDSI SUMMITS 2021

During the Summit, we introduced and gave a copy of the
book, “Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership
in Uncharted Territory” by Tod Bolsinger to each team
member. I would recommend that everyone read this
book. It’s a book about being a leader who can adapt to the
challenges and difficulties of the current time. In the book,
Bolsinger, highlights the Expedition of Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark as they attempt to find a water route
that would connect the Pacific Ocean to the Mississippi
River. After about 15 months into their journey, there is
a moment where they think that they are almost finished
and that they have an easy downhill stretch that will take
them to the Pacific, only to come up against their biggest
hurdle yet in the towering Rocky Mountains. Listen to
Bolsinger’s words:
“Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery were about
to go off the map and into uncharted territory. They would
have to change plans, give up expectations, even reframe
their entire mission. What lay before them was nothing
like was behind them. There were no experts, no maps,

Pastor Jeremy Nippard teaching.
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no “best practices” and no sure guide who could lead
them safely and successfully. The true adventure – the real
discovery – was just beginning…Perhaps nowhere is this
more evident than in the arena where I spend my life: the
church. We too – maybe even more so than other entities
– have entered uncharted territory.”
We have been called to be leaders in a very difficult season.
I urge you to lead with compassion and love, to be adaptive
in your leadership, and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit
as you lead. We need his guidance and direction, that is
for sure!
We ended off the Summit at The Rec Room, eating a meal
together, conversing, laughing, and playing some “team
building” games. It was a great way to end a fulfilling
weekend.
I look forward to all that God has in store for 2021 and
how God will work through leaders like you. May we be
obedient to the voice of the Spirit at work in each one of us!

Pastor Darren Sacrey listening intently to the Alpha session.

REWRITE

THE LIST

By Jeremy Nippard
Director of Formission, PAONL

I

Even if, unlike me, your leadership personality allows
room for loads of change and uncertainty, the kinds of
change you have had to make in this season are likely not
life-giving. Wins and checked boxes are probably much
harder to come by. Running age, stage, and gender-specific ministries is always challenging. But now, standard
metrics for achieving your discipleship goals, such as getting a sense of how your people are doing by gauging the
energy in a room, is nearly impossible.

like to check boxes. I’m a task-oriented, Enneagram
8, Birkman Red in a director’s position. My sanctification pr-ocess largely involves letting go of control
and being content to follow the Spirit’s leading in the little
things. The pandemic hit me like an average-weight child
riding a scooter up the hallway while I carried a hot cup of
coffee and my laptop. From March of 2020 to the present,
it has meant working from home (mostly), postponing all
of my video projects, not travelling to speak or coach, and
putting all of Formission’s denominational “big rocks” on
indefinite hold until the crisis-mode ends at some point
in the future.

As a solution, I want to invite us to rewrite our discipleship goals lists together. In other words, here are some
9

things I think will help us to
better fulfil the goal of being and
making disciples in this season,
and maybe in every season:

Personal Goals
Write down value-based personal and family goals. Not
only is your self-care even more essential during this pandemic, on a very pragmatic level, it is impossible to pass
Christ on to others if we are not being discipled ourselves.
For me, I ask some of the following questions: Am I living
in God’s story every day? Am I dwelling in Christ every
day? Am I loving my wife and kids tangibly every day?

Connection
Start measuring and celebrating connection over everything else. Have you met with a community leader?
That’s a check. Have you “check”ed in with key leaders
and disciples? Have you met with a colleague or mentor
to share ideas and encourage each other? You’d better
believe that’s a check. Have you followed up with a like or
comment from a new person online? That checks mission
priority one. Have you checked in with and blessed those
on the fringes, the lonely, the widow, the single parent,
the student, the poor? Heaven is checking with you. When
you report to your leadership, make sure you include all
these metrics so they can celebrate with you. Set goals as
the Spirit leads you, and really celebrate

Stop Checks
Put “stop” checks in your list as well. Reward yourself
whenever you stop comparing, stop obsessing about
performance, stop worrying, stop mindlessly scrolling (if
that’s a problem for you), stop ruminating on negative
subjects. These were helpful for me.
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A DISCIPLESHIP CURRICULUM

Available now at formission.org

UNSHAKEABLE
By Mary Bowers
Provincial Director of Women’s Ministries

MARY BOWERS

UNSHAKEABLE
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“Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “Look! I am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem, a firm and tested stone. It is a precious cornerstone
that is safe to build on. Whoever believes need never be shaken.” IS. 28:16 NLT

T

his has been a very difficult year for many. It’s hard to
believe what has transpired over the past 12 months,
and to have lived it almost seems surreal. However, we
realize that even though it was unprecedented, something
you would think came out of an old history book, it is our
reality, and we continue to walk in it. The future seemed
uncertain, and yet we stand amazed realizing once again
the faithfulness of God.
The Women’s Ministries theme for 2021 is ‘Unshakeable.’
We chose this to be our theme based on this past year
and what we are looking forward to in 2021. The many
plans we had laid out in January 2020 had to change. We
are currently working on plans for this upcoming year,
yet still not really sure how it will play out. One thing
remains: in Him, we are UNSHAKEABLE because we are
steadfast and strong in the One whom we believe.
We are excited about what God is doing throughout our
province of Newfoundland and Labrador, and continue to
hear stories of the faithfulness of God even in the midst
of a pandemic. We are so thankful for the many women
who have stepped up in their communities to make a
difference in lives through such a trying time.
We hope that the Women’s Ministries group in your
local church is back up and running. Please know that
the Women’s Ministries Lead Team is here to help and
assist in any way. We are here to serve! If you are looking
for information or are in need of assistance, please don’t
hesitate to contact us. Our prayer and desire is that we will
be a resource to you, the local church. We are so thankful
for our local women’s groups and all that you are doing
for your church and community. Keep being a light in
your community! It is important that people know that

that there are women living out their faith, especially in
these challenging times. Being unshakeable means that
you are unable to be changed. What does that mean? No
matter what is happening in your life, you continue to
trust in God.

Spring Retreat 2021
We have an upcoming event that we are excited to share
with you. The Spring Retreats, unfortunately, will not be
in person this year. However, we want you to know that we
are planning an online Spring Retreat that will live-stream
on our Facebook page on Thursday, April 22nd. We look
forward to having you join us for an amazing night of
worship and the Word. Amy Pinksen and the worship
band from Labrador City will be providing worship for
us. We are so excited to have this group from the Big Land
join us for this event. Pastor Lenora Rogers will be sharing
a testimonial of her journey, especially over this past year.
Pastor Dayna Rowe from Birchy Bay will be our speaker
for the evening. She is a tremendous and gifted speaker,
and we look forward to hearing from her. The evening will
be one you won’t want to miss! Maybe you can arrange a
watch party at your local church, if the alert levels allow
this at that time. Imagine, joining with the women of your
church together as an unshakeable force for God.

Change Matters
Change Matters continues to be a big part of what we do in
Women’s Ministries. We would encourage your continued
and faithful giving to this Home Missions fund. This fund
allows our leadership to meet needs within our Home
Missions churches and communities. Let’s make a special
effort this year to give so that lives will be changed!

MARY BOWERS

UNSHAKEABLE
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We are in process of gathering ideas to help women’s groups
and churches in their raising of funds for Change Matters; if
you have any ideas to share, we would love to hear from you.
You can email our Change Matters Coordinator, Tina Mews,
at tmews@hotmail.com or myself at mbowers@paonl.ca.
We are currently working on a Change Matters video for
your use as promotion in your women’s groups and churches.
Once it is ready, we will be sending it your way. We would
ask you to promote, promote and promote some more!
I continue to feel honoured and blessed to lead this ministry.
I’m excited for what’s ahead. It’s easy to get stuck in what
is happening right now where we are, but let’s keep our
eyes focused on the One who is leading. I believe that
God is continuing to build his church and the women of
Newfoundland and Labrador are a big part of His plan in
moving this forward.

PANDEMIC
LESSONS
IN A
SURFSTYLE
TRACKSUIT
By Ashley Kentie
Provincial Director of Youth Ministries

ASHLEY KENTIE

PANDEMIC LESSONS...

17

“Be willing to fail, look ridiculous and try anything! Because you just never know.”

W

hen I said “yes” to the invitation to be the Provincial
Youth Ministries Director, this is what I pictured:

I did not picture this:

I never could have imagined that ministry or leadership
could look like this. It was one of many bizarre and new
experiences that came for me with leading in a pandemic.
And here we are - a year later almost in shock that any of
it happened – and is still happening around us.

Since hitting the one-year mark of the 2020 COVID-19
lockdown, I’ve spent significant time reflecting on
my personal life and ministry in the local church and
Provincial Youth Ministry. I can hardly fathom that I got
to be a small part of bringing the decades-long legacy
that is Youth Breakaway to an online platform that could
be experienced by every generation simultaneously all
across the province and country… or that I wore a purple
Surfstyle tracksuit the entire time.
To be honest, bringing Youth Breakaway to the online world
was scary and daunting. I admit it was overwhelming in
so many ways. We had a small budget (like mustard-seedfaith small). We were heavily restricted with how many
people were permitted in the building when we filmed.
We had no idea if screen-fatigued students would even
show up to watch. We had never done this before and,
truthfully, we really hoped we’d never have to do it again.
Yet here we are – already in preparation mode to bring
YB back online again for 2021 with all the cool kid swag
you know and love… and a whole bunch of 2% milk
cartons (stay tuned – it’s going to be AMAZING). This
time, however, we have done it before and, thankfully,
we’ve learned a few things along the way. Those lessons
will guide my team and I as we navigate round two, YB
Online: The Comeback… AND all the other pandemic
and non-pandemic ministry opportunities that come our
way. One of those significant lessons I’m hanging on to
is this:

Be willing to fail, look ridiculous and try anything!
Because you just never know.
The day we filmed the “pie scene,” Owen and I were

ASHLEY KENTIE

PANDEMIC LESSONS...

standing on the baseball field of St Peter’s Junior High in Mount
Pearl. We were doing our thing – and yes, it was awkward and
ridiculous. Walkers on the trail laughed and physically pointed
as they passed us. Partway through filming we saw a woman
approaching us from the school. I assumed we would be sternly
told to leave the property because, well, you can picture it for
yourself. Turns out she, along with half a dozen other teachers,
were watching us (read: laughing at us) from the top floor of the
school. She was dying to get a picture with “Donny and Brenda”
and asked if she could take a social distanced selfie with us. I was
MORTIFIED, and doubted every decision I’ve ever made.
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PASTOR GREG BOWERS AND TEAM AT YB 2 2019

Trust me – being that “cool kid” was never in my hopes
and dreams of leadership. BUT that ridiculous get-up, that
willingness to try something new despite not knowing if it would
be a total failure, became the storyline of an online event that was
wildly fun and down to earth enough to resonate with hundreds
of students in a way that other styles and methods might not
have. It made students laugh and connect so that we could have
the opportunity to tell them about Jesus. I would do ALL of it
again – even that day at St. Peter’s – just to have that space with
students.
For me, looking ridiculous and trying something new meant
writing a narrative about a trophy hungry youth leader who
thinks she’s “cool.” For you, it probably means something different.
(And all the people said “Amen!”). Maybe you’re recalling the
first time you stood in front of your camera to record a sermon –
the only thing more ridiculous was the feeling you had watching
that sermon again afterward! Maybe you’re thinking of the first
time you led anything on Zoom. Maybe you’re remembering
your first drive-by event when you wondered if anyone would
actually show up. In this season, the opportunities to fail and to
look ridiculous while doing it have been HUGE.
The incredible thing is being able to look back now and see how
all of those risks have opened doors of ministry that never existed
before. If we had steered clear of every opportunity to fail, look
ridiculous, or try something new, think of all that would NOT
have happened. We rarely ever know in advance what will work,
what will fail, what will speak into the tender and broken places
of people, or what will open a door we didn’t even know existed
in a place we couldn’t have imagined! Those beautiful graces are
on the other side of our obedience – and they are worth all of the
discomfort and uncertainty along the way.
With another online provincial event looming in our future and
many more months of pandemic uncertainty, I’m reminding
myself again and again to have that same obedience for the new,
exciting and daunting challenges ahead. There will be MANY
more opportunities to try something new, look ridiculous, and
fail. It also means there are MANY more doors of ministry we
haven’t walked through yet, and MANY more lives yet to be
impacted for the kingdom of God. That’s why I want to be an
expert at saying “We won’t know until we try. If it doesn’t work,
we just won’t do it again! Let’s go!” And I’ll wear a Surfstyle
tracksuit if I have to.

PASTORS ASHLEY KENTIE AND OWEN ROBERTS
YB ONLINE 2020

LEADING
IN A
NEW REALITY
By Julia Ball
Provincial Director of Children’s Ministries

JULIA BALL

LEADING IN THE NEW REALITY
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“The task of every generation is to discover in which direction the sovereign
Redeemer is moving, then move in that direction.” JONATHAN EDWARDS

A

year ago, I was sitting at home with a newborn,
anxiously awaiting the day when the brand-new
pandemic would be over. Andrew & I would sit down and
ask ourselves: “Do you think we’ll be back in church for
Easter Sunday?”
I’m glad I didn’t know then what I know now - that this
pandemic wouldn’t go away in a few days, weeks, or
months. Just over a year in, and COVID-19 has completely
changed our world, and especially the way we lead and
pastor families.
I’m not telling you anything new, of course! How many
times during the course of this year have you heard words
and phrases like “the new normal” or “unprecedented
times?” If you’re like me, too many to count. There are
days I ache to go back to “precedented times” and “the old
normal” - I didn’t sign up for this! And I’m sure, neither
did you.
Despite my nostalgia for ministry in a pre-COVID world,
like you, I am learning to lead children and their families
in this new reality. There have been many bumps along the
road - but also blessings! - as we’ve walked, and continue
to walk, through this new reality.
I know you’re busy today (aren’t we all!), but for a few
seconds, can I share with you some thoughts on how I
believe you are uniquely equipped and positioned to
lead the next generation into this new reality?
All throughout the Scriptures, we see leaders rising
up during unique times in history. Each of them was
responsible for leading God’s people through an era or
experience that was brand-new. We see Moses leading

the people out of slavery and Joshua leading them into the
promised land. We see Deborah leading the charge against
the Caananites and Gideon against the Midianites. I could
go on - but you get the picture. King Saul, Esther, and later
the disciples and Paul were all tasked with leading God’s
people into a new stage in history.
What set apart those who thrived and those who failed
was not the obstacles they faced. If you read Scripture,
you’ll see that every man and woman God called faced
tremendous difficulties. Instead, those who thrived were
those who were obedient to the voice and leading of
God - even in difficult circumstances.
As a children’s ministry leader here in Newfoundland &
Labrador in 2021, I believe God has called you to lead
the kids and families we serve into this new, unique era.
That is not without challenges - as each of us has quickly
discovered.
What will allow you to lead and thrive in this season is not
how much knowledge you have, or how great your online
ministry is. It is not dependent on your technological
knowledge or your expertise. Our success in this season is
dependent on one thing - our willingness to follow God,
and the leading of His Spirit, into this new season, and
to discern what He is doing.
My husband, Andrew, had a quote on his office wall for
several years from the late preacher, Jonathan Edwards. I
think it sums up well what I’m trying to say here:
“The task of every generation is to discover in which
direction the sovereign Redeemer is moving, then
move in that direction.”

JULIA BALL
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I’ll admit to you, over the past number of weeks and
months, there have been times when I’ve found myself
saying - “God, I have no idea what direction you’re
moving in. I’m not sure what you’re up to, but honestly,
I’m not sure if I like it!”
I know many of you have been there too. Despite those
moments, I have been encouraged to see you following
God’s direction - for your unique setting and context. I
have loved seeing the ways you’ve creatively ministered to
families and children where you are. I have seen:
Volunteer leaders packing treat bags & planning online times
of connection for children in their community
Children’s pastors putting together engaging (and hilarious!)
online content to disciple kids
Leaders all across our province partnering with parents to provide
them with ideas and resources to disciple their families
Churches hosting amazing drive-through events just for children,
and proclaiming the Gospel in a unique, age-appropriate way
Leaders of all ages sharing ideas and encouraging one another in our
Facebook groups

Despite the challenges, I have seen leaders moving
towards a meaningful partnership with parents. I have
seen many of you find creative avenues to provide for
and bless children in your community - and continue to
proclaim the Gospel! I believe that with the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, you are moving in step with Jesus and
what He is doing in this unique season.
My encouragement to you, friends, is to not give up.
Despite the exhaustion you may be feeling, the dread of
another week online, or even the grief for the season that
has passed - God is still with you and for you. There is still
so much ministry to be done.

JULIA BALL

LEADING IN THE NEW REALITY
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Speaking of new realities, here are a few updates on
provincial children’s ministry:

Missions
As we moved into 2021, we felt that it was time to launch
a new children’s ministry missions initiative! We are
working diligently to get the promotional materials and
information into your hands. Let me lead with this - we
are excited to partner with some of our very own PAONL
missionaries to help disciple children in another corner of
our world! Stay tuned for more information.

Kids’ Rock Camp 2021
By this time, you may have concluded that Kids’ Rock
Camp 2021 will not be happening at ECC. While this
grieves us, we are also believing that God is moving us
in a new direction! We are working on a customizable
experience that you will be able to use in your local
setting to disciple & reach out to kids! I don’t want to give
too much away, but seriously - stay tuned and get excited.
It’s going to be great.

Children’s Ministry Network Group
In this new reality, we need to be connected more than
ever! We want to make sure you are connected with
other children’s ministry leaders. So, whether you’re a
full-time children’s or next-gen pastor, a senior pastor, a
pastor’s spouse who leads kids’ ministry, or you are a lay
leader, please connect with us in our Children’s Ministry
Network Group!

A
NEW
ADVENTURE
By Corey Pike
Provincial Director of Men’s Ministries

COREY PIKE
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“Culture is changing, the world is changing rapidly, and churches are facing
change on an unprecedented scale…but the church is also at an exciting crossroads. We are entering a new day, new terrain and a new adventure.” TOD BOLSINGER

T

hese words from chapter one of Canoeing the
Mountains ring true for any type of ministry you
may currently find yourself involved in. In my context of
Men’s Ministry, it has forced the provincial team and I to
look at different ways we could minister to the men of
Newfoundland and Labrador. Speaking of the provincial
team, let me take a moment here to introduce them.
Currently we have Pastor Jamie Rowsell, Pastor Terry
Grimes and Pastor Russ Austin serving with us. They are
great men with a heart for the men of Newfoundland and
Labrador, and I enjoy serving with them immensely. We
are also looking for three other men to serve on the team,
so if you have a heart for this ministry or know someone
that does, please have them reach out to a member of the
team.
So roughly a year ago our world changed. Things that
were once taken for granted were suddenly seen in a
different light (hand washing, wearing a face mask, social
distancing). Things so simple as gathering with family for a
meal became something a little more complicated. COVID
shut down the world, and it impacted how ministry was
done. Pastors and church leaders were forced to change
their local ministry models very quickly, and can I say,
well done by everyone. For a provincial ministry, COVID
has prevented in-person gatherings from happening,
which means: no conferences, no presbytery gatherings,
and for most of the year, no gatherings even of the local
church. So, the question around the table was, “How do
we minister to the men of Newfoundland and Labrador?”
Like the local church we turned to an online model. The
Men’s Provincial Team launched a Facebook page (Men’s
Ministries PAONL), which I would encourage you and
the men of your church to follow. On this Facebook page,

every Thursday morning at 10am, you will find a short
video (5-7 minutes) from a team member or special guest.
We call these videos “Morning Meditations,” and they
have been something I look forward to each Thursday
morning.
These videos have covered a number of different topics
and scriptures. We’ve seen the guys shoot videos in the
woods, in their workshops, and at home. There have been
live shots of men snowmobiling, quadding (on a Big Red),
woodworking, and fishing. Each week the team finds new
and exciting ways to create a short video that we pray
will enrich and encourage the men of this province and
even across Canada. We are always looking for guests to
record, so Pastors and Men’s Ministry Leaders, don’t be
surprised if we come looking for you one day.
As the team continues to discuss other ways we can
minister to the men of Newfoundland and Labrador, I
would encourage you to reach out with any suggestions
or ideas you may have as well. As a team, we are here to
serve you and we would love to hear from you.
One of the many things that COVID has brought to
light during the past year is that men, as much as we
hate to admit it, don’t do isolation well. A recent Angus
Reid survey found that 63 percent of 18 to 34-year-old
Canadian men experienced considerable loneliness and
isolation during the past year. Worryingly, evidence
suggests that men also under-utilize mental health
services, with men accounting for more than 75 per cent
of suicides in Canada. That’s an average of 50 men per
week dying by suicide (Angus Reid Institute).
I highlight these sobering statistics above not because I
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W I S D O M
WE NEED TO BE BOLD,
ADVENTUROUS, AND
DARING IN TRYING NEW
IDEAS TO REACH MEN.

want to discourage you, but rather to encourage you to
reach out to the men in your church and community. As
men, we like to put on the front that nothing bothers us,
we have it all together, and admitting weakness makes
us less of a man. Yet, men are suffering in private and
wrestling with so many things every day.
“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.
When you go through rivers of difficulty,
you will not drown.
When you walk through the fire of oppression,
you will not be burned up;
the flames will not consume you.”
(Isaiah 43:2, NLT)
I find these words very comforting for a couple of reasons,
and I hope it helps you as well: First, I’m reminded that
I’m not alone in my circumstance. Second, I’m reminded

that God has a plan for all things.
If you are a Pastor or Men’s Ministry leader reading this
newsletter today, I encourage you to reach out to the men
God has placed in your care. Jesus Christ is the answer,
and we are called to be his hands and feet.
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
the messenger who brings good news,
the good news of peace and salvation,
the news that the God of Israel reigns!”
(Isaiah 52:7, NLT)
Now more than ever, we need to be bold, adventurous,
and daring in trying new ideas to reach men. Men, we
need each other, so please reach out and encourage, pray,
and uplift your fellow brothers. We can’t do this journey
alone; we need Jesus and each other.

THE
HEART
OF JESUS
By Catherine Snow
Provincial Director of Prime Time Ministries (50+)
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” MATTHEW 25:40 NIV

W

e all know by now that the older Prime Time age
demographic has proven highly susceptible to the
COVID-19 virus, with devastating results. Thankfully our
province has escaped the horrific scenes we witnessed in
long-term care homes across the country, but that is not
to say that the COVID-19 virus has not impacted some
Prime Timers in other ways:
1.
2.
3.

Social isolation in personal care and long-term care
homes;
Lack of technology awareness as Ipad and Facetime
became new avenues of communication; and,
Those with no family support were impacted with
lockdown restrictions that meant they could not
access groceries and other critical items.

Our Prime Time team thank you, Pastor, and your
church leaders and volunteers whose assistance to this
age group has literally been a lifeline. Simply, “Thank you
for having the Heart of Jesus”. Many of you have gone
beyond the call of duty to ensure the needs of the most
vulnerable have been met. In some cases those committed
volunteers have even been other Prime Timers, eager to
assist in helping a neighbour, making phone calls to check
on others, running errands, sanitizing and cleaning the
church bathrooms, chairs and pews, doorknobs, etc. Hats
off to you all for the awesome job you and they are doing.
You have all been a blessing!
As for Prime Time Ministries, it continues to grow and
adapt in this “new normal”. As a result our steps, though
small, have been strong and in the right direction. This
COVID season has forced many of this age cohort to
embrace technology and social media skills they never
dreamed possible. For those churches who have formal

Prime Time group ministries, much care has been taken
to forego group gatherings and use emails and newsletters
to continue ongoing contact. Please contact us with the
name and contact information of your Prime Time Team/
Ministry Leader if your church has a ministry to people
who are 50 plus.

Upcoming Online Events
February 14, 2021 - Our first online event was a Valentine’s
Presentation, called, “God is Love” with Pastor Harold
Luff; The Lidstones and the Port De Grave Band; Pastor
Stephen and Natasha Goulding; Special Guests -Darlene
and Tony Lush and Pastor and Mrs. Perry, our General
Superintendent, Pastor T. Snow and the PT Team. To date
we are pleased to report over 11000 views and 177 shares
on Facebook and YouTube combined.
June 11-13, 2021 - Our next event is the Prime Time
Retreat for June 11-13. It will be a three-night event
starting at 7PM on each evening. The Theme “Stay the
Course” is designed to motivate and encourage in three
areas: “Context- Signs of Drift,” “Direction: The Value of a
Compass,” and “Purpose: We’re in a Lifeboat not a Cruise
Ship.” We will have special guest speakers and many other
activities, with details to be announced later.
June 27, 2021 - Prime Time Appreciation (not Seniors
Appreciation as printed on Annual Calendar of Events)
is on this date. We are planning a Celebratory Special
Tribute on that Sunday for all Primetimers attending our
local churches. Please email us a picture of most, some,
or all of the Prime Timers in your church, depending on
the COVID-19 alert level and restrictions. We want to
publicly honour as many churches on Primetime Sunday
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as possible. It all depends on the leadership, and your
assistance is greatly appreciated! Please email your photo
to me, catherinesnow1@hotmail.com before June 15th.

Prime Time Prayer Group
We will be hosting an Online Prime Time prayer group to
pray for Pastors and PAONL Leaders in conjunction with
this year’s theme “The Local Church.” We are requesting
the participation of a primetime representative from your
church. Details will be released soon. There will also be
announcements about Special Events for Thanksgiving
and Christmas.

Prime Time Facebook Page
We will soon launch our new Prime Time Facebook
Page. This will be an amazing tool for us to use and
communicate a wide array of multi-themed topics and
connect with each other. Please follow us and share. Our
Facebook Administrator will be Iris Hynes from Happy
Valley-Goose Bay. We are so pleased that Iris has agreed
to oversee this social media piece for us.

BOOK PROMOTION
10 Things Our Lead Team Learned
1.

If you’re not dead, you’re not done.

2.

Too many Half timers are spiritually retired,
generationally separated and wilfully out of
commission.

3.

Your biggest danger is succeeding at something
that doesn’t really matter.

4.

With retirement, we see diminished relationships
with non-Christians. We can avoid face-to-face
interactions and build cocoons.

5.

It is Important to make Prime Time years count.

6.

OK Prime Time, who are the five young adults you
are investing time with prayer, care and attention?

7.

We need to be more welcoming of generations
outside our peer group.

8.

Play Hard, Pray Hard, Finish Well.

9.

Approach the aging season with Godly
ammunition.

10. When opportunities surface, don’t decline.
Disciple making is not meant to be an elite

Half Two: The Quest for a God-Honoring
Encore - By Wes Wick
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FAMILY
BLESSINGS
DURING COVID
By Lenora Rogers
Provincial Director of Family Ministries
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“While there are many challenges with the restrictions that we have all faced,
there have been blessings amidst it all.”

T

he pandemic has changed many things about our
family lives and the Family Ministries in our churches.
While there are many challenges with the restrictions
that we have all faced, there have been blessings amidst
it all. We would do well to recognize and reflect on these
blessings if we are going to grow and become more
effective in discipleship throughout our families and
churches.
It is thus important to recognize that while many families
have been strained and have had to adjust to working from
home, families have also been afforded the opportunity to
spend time together, and for many parents (guardians),
to be able to become one of the primary influences in the
lives of their children once again. There has been space
provided for conversations that have been long overdue, both for spousal relationships and children-parent
relationships. As the days have dragged and we have
‘passed time,’ there have been many important things
talked about over a phone that may have never been
acknowledged to grown children or other relatives. While
some families have struggled financially, and it has been
so difficult, there has been a revaluation of priorities and
family budgets. Material possessions and the quest for
bigger and better, which rose up as ‘gods’ all around us,
have found their proper place and balance once again in
many homes and hearts.
This difficult season has also given blessings to the
Church. While Church ministries have been reimagined
and Church leaders have pushed and challenged, families
have experienced the blessing of climbing off the ‘hamster
wheel’ and spending long over-due quality time together.
Church Volunteers have had a season of rest and reflection
and their precious families have breathed a sigh of relief

(especially the leadership of next generation ministries
and those organizing annual Christmas programs), the
world and church life has slowed down to what is essential.
So, if we acknowledge that some of the lessons COVID
has taught us have had a positive impact on family life,
what does this mean for us moving forward? When we
get the green light, do we go back to all the ministries we
hosted to engage families with fervor? What is the rubric
for evaluation as we move forward in our ministry to
families? While there is not a hard and fast guideline for
what is important and productive in terms of ministry,
we are being called to evaluate our vision and where our
volunteer resources are being spent. Our vision can still
include ways to engage families with genuine fellowship,
provide activities and spaces for fun, and invest in
programing that will be exciting and relevant, but with
the lessons from this COVID season, we must expand
our vision and continue to reimagine our ministries to
families. Our vision must now include ways to resource
and engage our families in a way that helps them provide
intentional discipleship within their own homes. We
must also encourage them to be more transparent with
each other about spiritual challenges. In this way we will
help them create a culture of care where comparison
cannot thrive. We must also keep ministry schedules and
church activities realistic in order for family life to be
enriched but not taxed. And we must also guard against
measuring kingdom success and ministry health through
the external metrics of church attendance and busyness,
especially as we pivot back to in-person gatherings. We
have to be confident, through prayer, that God is moving
in homes and families in ways we cannot measure.
Be encouraged! God is moving and He will have His
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Church. We need to ‘see’ where He is moving and join
Him there. Just this week I received a message from a
mom that her son in Jr. High had just led his friend to
Jesus through their friendship over social media. I was so
excited! Immediately the Holy Spirit reminded me that he
is speaking and moving in hearts and homes all over our
province. A reminder I needed.
I had recently been feeling discouraged about the
obstacles I had faced to get all of the ministries up and
running at our new church. Shannon and I were late into
the fall starting ministry in our new assembly, and before
attending our second Sunday service my sister passed, I
was so disoriented and broken hearted. Our congregation
was very gracious to us and told me to take all the time I
needed after her funeral in November. After Christmas
and into January, with a very full house (13 most days), I
met with our leadership teams to begin ‘COVID training’
and planning. We had wonderful ideas flowing, everyone
was on the same page and there was excitement, despite
the challenges we knew we would face. Dates had been set
for a big Family kick-off event to re-open the children’s
programing, amazing activities to launch the youth
program, even a marriage enrichment night envisioned;
we were ready to roll. We were so excited to see the
number of families registering for ‘Family Fun Night,’
God was going to move in a mighty way! Before the next
week, we were back to level one and I was posting “Family
Night Postponed.” We lamented and began to question
the timing of it all. I had no way of knowing that through
our Sunday Family Worship services, a youth would hear
messages on the soon return of Christ, and then later, on
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a ‘Family Night’ outside church walls, his mom and dad
would try to answer his questions from Revelations, and a
fire would be set in his heart to see others in relationship
with Christ.
In your Family Ministries during this season and beyond:
resource, pray, and support families. Also, create space for
quality family time, encourage family discipleship, and do
not neglect your call to disciple your own family.
In closing, please be assured of the prayers of your Family
Ministries Provincial Team. Many of you have reached
out during this season for support, a simple chat, or
resources, and we look forward to hearing from more
of you. We are working hard to connect you to userfriendly resources. We want to rejoice with you in what
Jesus is doing in your assemblies, so feel free to drop us
a message or praise report. We would be excited to share
it to our Family Ministries Facebook page. We also want
to encourage our ministry families once again: we value
and appreciate all you do. Remember in this season –
and every season of ministry – to first lead your own
family with strength. Out of your health will flow healthy
ministry to other families.

WORDS
FROM THE
DESIGNER

W

ords are important. They are not
simply lines on a page. They inspire,
they influence, and they shape the soul. Part
of my intent in designing this newsletter
was to draw your focus to the words of our
leaders; to give them the weight they deserve.
As such, you may have notice that the design
is minimalist. Some might even use the term
“spartan.” It is not everyone’s “cup of tea” but
I trust that it has helped you focus on what
matters the most: the words of some really
great leaders. That said, we welcome feedback.
If you have suggestions or want to share your
reading experience, please feel free to forward
it to mbowers@paonl.ca.
- David Kentie

